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*Research is extracted from studies by the 
NEA, New York Times, ArtNET, Hyperallergic, 
BFAMFAPhD, and other journalistic or 
academic sources. A full bibliography, with 
links and PDF to the studies can be found on 
www.cyborg-archive.net/myth.

Fact sheet 01 compiles 
statistical data on inequalities 
of representation and 
compensation for women and 
minorities in the arts in the 
U.S.*

Academia

65 - 75% of students in MFA 
programs identify as women.1

Workforce

51% of visual artists working 
today are women.3

20.4% minorities (non-white) 
across arts-related jobs, 
compared to 31.7% across 
total labor force.3

12.2% of artists are foreign-
born, compared to 15.4% 
across total labor force.3

BFA/MFA programs are 19.2% 
minorities, with 7% Asian, 4.4% 
Black, 5.7% Hispanic, 2.2% 
other.2

Amongst full-time artists, 
women earn 81 cents for every 
dollar earned by men.3

There is an average of $20 000 
difference in income between 
men and women across arts-
related jobs.4
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Finds.” Artsy.com. November 21, 2016. 
Retrieved 3/13/18. Web.
5 // Amy Mannarino and Mara Kurlandsky. 
“What the Data Tell Us About the 
Challenges Facing Female Artists of Color.” 
Hyperallergic. March 1, 2018. Web.
6 // Gareth Harris, Julia Halperin, Javier 
Pes. “What does a female artist have to 
do to get a major solo show?” The Art 
Newspaper. May 3, 2016. Web.
7 // Google search.
8 // Eileen Kinsella. “artnet Names the 100 
Most Collectable Living Artists.” artnet new. 
October 24, 2016. Web.
9 // Fabian Bocart, Marina Gertsberg, 
Rachal A.J. Pownall. Glass Ceilings in the 
Art Market. SSRN eLibrary. rev: January 25, 
2018. Web.
10 // Maura Reilly. Taking the Measure of 
Sexism: Facts, Figures and Fixes. Artnet. 
May 26, 2015. Web.
11 // Judy Chicago. “We women artists 
refuse to be written out of history.“ The 
Guardian. October 9, 2012. 
12 // Jerry Saltz. “My final word on MoMA’s 
Woman Problem.” Vulture. November 20, 
2013. Web.
13// Venice Biennale Awards on Wikipedia. 
Web.
Notes // The statistical research in this 
Fact sheet broadly defines artists as those 
engaged in artistic or creative disciplines, 
including visual arts, film, design, 
architecture, sculpture, choreography, 
performance, and multi-media. Although 
the statistics defines boundaries between 
men and women, cyborg — archive 
believes in the fluidity of gender and 
identity.

Art Fairs / Biennials

In 1997, under Documenta’s 
first woman director, Catherine 
David, only 17% of art works 
were by women. Documenta 
12 in 2007, directed by Roger 
M. Buergel, included an equal 
representation of 53 women out 
of 112 (47%).10

Of the winners of the Golden 
Lion Lifetime Achievement 
Awards at the Venice Biennale 
from 1986 onward, 36% were 
women, with Yoko Ono as the 
only women of color.13

Sources

1 // Jillian Steinhauer “Tallying Art World 
Inequality, One Gallery at a Time.” 
Hyperallergic. March 27, 2014. Web.
2 // BFAMFAPhD report in 2014 on “Artists 
Report Back: A National Study on the Lives 
of Arts Graduates and Working Artists” 
using data from U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 
American Community Survey.
3 // National Endowment of the Arts report 
“Artists and Art Workers in the United States“ 
using data from U.S. Census Bureau, 2010.
4 // Issac Kaplan. “Nearly $20,000 Wage Gap 
between Men and Women in the Arts, Study 

Galleries

Of 1,300 artists represented 
at 45 of the top commercial 
galleries in New York, the 
gender ratio is 70/30 for men 
and women. 21.6% are artists 
of color, and only 5.6% are 
women of color.5

27% of solo exhibitions went to 
women artists, out of 590 at 70 
institutions over 6 years.6

Museums

The top three museums in the 
world, the British Museum (est. 
1753), the Louvre (est. 1793), 
and The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art (est. 1870) have never 
had female directors.7

At MoMA between 2007-
14, about 20% of the solo 
shows went to women. At 
Centre Pompidou, 16% went 
to women (up from 1.1% in 
1980).10

Art Market

Only 5 women made the list 
of top 100 artists, based on 
auction value, between 2011-
16.8

Women make up only 5% of 
the total number of artists in 
the auction market. Of the top 
25 women artists by value of 
sales, Julie Mehretu is the only 
woman of color.9

At MoMA, only 3-8% of 
artworks on display in the 
permanent collection are by 
women artists. Typically there 
are less than 20 works by 
women, out of 400 on display, 
despite some artists (Picasso, 
Matisse, de Kooning) having 
20+ works on display.12

3 - 5% of artworks in 
permanent collections of major 
U.S. museums are by women.10
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cyborg — archive : a space 
of visibility and collectivity 
for time-based, performative, 
and ephemeral artists of 
contemporary culture. Especially 
women, minority, and queer 
artists – i.e. those perceived as 
other – who have historically 
and systemically been excluded 
from art institutions, and policy-
making. The archive manifests 
as a physical place in Lower 
Manhattan, and a virtual space 
on the Internet.

cy — ar contributes to an 
activist writing of art history as a 
tactic of recognizing the trauma 
and transcendence of bodies 
perceived as other. Influenced 
by Donna Haraway’s Cyborg 
Manifesto, cy — ar believes that 
transgressing the boundary of 
dualisms (natural/artificial, mind/
body, man/woman, organism/
machine) reconstructs an 
hybridized identity of the cyborg 
that is constantly in flux.

cy — ar is open-sourced :::
www.cyborg-archive.net/archive

Much like the cyborg, the body 
of the archive is constantly 
accumulating and transforming.

contact
Kate Chen

dc684@cornell.edu

visit 
13 Centre Street,

New York, New York
10007

www.cyborg-archive.net


